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Since 1997
A Chapter of the American 
Association of Woodturners

NEXT MEETING

Tuesday
July 22

Refreshments by:
Fred Johnson

Demo by:
Mike Veno

to be announced

NEXT HANDS 
ON

Saturday July 12
9-12 Noon
Dust Bowl

Need a Hands On 
Mentor?

Contact Glenn Siegmann
siegs@gmail.com

AS THE WOOD TURNS
June 2024	 Issue 324

No guests but Sonny wel-
comed new member Larry 
Clemens.

Wayne Sargo led the meet-
ing off with a report on his ex-
perience at the recent AAW 
meeting  in St. Paul, Minne-
sota.  He told us there were 
lots of people, the event was 
well attended and he met 
and spoke with several dem-
onstrators.like Stuart Batty, 
Mike Kehs,pyrographer Ting 
Turner.  He added that their 
camera setups made the 
event look like something 
out of a Hollywood produc-
tion. He told us the vendors 
were good but that he didn’t 
spend as much money as 
he had anticipated.  There 
was a separate exhibit area 
for demonstrators.  Some of 
their demonstrations can be 
viewed on the AAW video.

Joe updated us on Glenn 
Schaefer’s condition.  He 
said that Glenn’s surgery had 
been scheduled for the same 
day as our meeting and he 
was waiting to hear how it 
went.  Glenn had had a tri-
ple bypass procedure on his 
heart previously and his dia-
phragm was compromised.  
He couldn’t breathe on his 
left side.  The surgery he 
now had was to readjust his 
diaphragm down to where it 
was before.  More updates to 
come.

Ernie gave us the finance 
report and told us the club 
has $7343.48 on account.  
Two members recently used 
the scholarship fund.  He said 
with regard to the Cohasset 
show Father’s Day weekend, 
Joe Wheeler sold the most 
items and John Shooshan’s 
sales made the most money.
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Horace told us there is 
wood available from the last 
Hands On.  

Sonny said There was a 
large turnout for the chain-
saw party in Norfolk.12 peo-
ple came and everyone got 
some wood.  Chain saws 
were operated by Ken Lind-
gren,Tim Rix and Dave Rice. 
He added that the club needs 
a chainsaw event coordina-
tor for the future.

Previous shows, Riverwalk 
went well, we sold $1200 in 
one day.

Cohasset had $4770 in to-
tal sales and we met a lot of 
potential new members. 

The club picnic is sched-
uled for Saturday July 26th 
at the Hanover YMCA where 
it was last year.  We need to 
hear from you if you plan to 
attend and with how many 
others and what you will 
bring.  You can email Scott & 
Lisa Travers at estravers84@
gmail.com or call 508-880-
5969 or 781-363-1629

The Plymouth Arts Festi-
val is August 9th and 10th 
from 10:00 to 4:00.  Carl has 
a sign up sheet.  We need 
someone to drive the trail-
er back to the club and also 
help with setting our display 
(8:00 am August 9th) up and 
breaking it down (4:00 pm 
August 10th).

Sonny announced, “We 
need someone to update the 
Events calendar on the web-
site.”  Carl volunteered.

Sonny asked us, the club 
needs to change the name 
from “Executive Committee” 
to “Board of Directors”.  The 
group consists of the past 
three presidents Steve Wise-
man, Joe Centorino and Billy 
Martin plus the current offi-
cers Sonny Tice, Fred John-
son, Ernie Leep and Horace 
Lukens.  He added that his-
torically the board has been 
appointed by the current club 
president and their service is 
voluntary.  There would be 
no other changes besides 
the name.  After some dis-
cussion, the motion was vot-
ed on by the members and 
passed.

Sonny told us the club 
needs demonstrators for the 
September and November 
meetings.

Arboretum discussion-

Melissa told us lately some of 
our members are requesting 
some of these events 
become” premier events”.  
This means your items 
would be juried.  Instead 
of you having the choice to 
select which pieces go into 
a show, a Jury or committee 
will select if any of your 
pieces are acceptable.  The 
following is a conversation 
for a new format as to what 
makes your work acceptable. 
It is very important to note 
that this idea is coming from 
a few of our club members. 
No venue has imposed this.

Discussion excerpts of 
changes to make premier 
events and categorize 

events:

“One event, a premier event 
for the Club and Arboretum. 
Resin does not come from 
trees and plants and is not a 
“natural” biological material. 
My belief is that in keeping 
with the foundation and 
history of the Arboretum 
we should keep the items 
exhibited to be predominantly 
wood, a natural resource 
nurtured at the Arboretum.” 

Introducing three types of 
events.

a. Predominantly turned – 
xx% turned or in cases may 
be accepted by committee.  
At times this will be juried/
judged event – within this 
level the event or our club 
may require submission of 
photographs of the pieces for 
approval prior to acceptance. 
In cases of our club judging 
the pieces the club will create 
a jury which determines 
acceptance. Items with resin/
epoxy incorporated can be 
allowed but the item should 
be predominantly made of 
wood.

b. Large to intermediate 
amount of turning xx% 
turned – these can be 
fine woodturnings, basic 
woodturnings, crafts that 
have turning involve.

c. Limited turning but 
requires to be xx% turned. 
These can be crafts, basic 
wood turnings. Determining 
the definition of a craft needs 
to be discussed.”

The Arnold Arboretum is at 
the heart of this discussion. 
As the event coordinator I 
have written to the Arboretum 
Events Manager Sarah to 
ask for clarification:

“In preparation for a meeting 
for the show, I would like to 
clarify:

Is the Art of The Woodturner 
a “premier event” per the 
Arboretum?

Is everyone welcome to 
participate to present their 
best pieces?

Is the Art of The Woodturner 
a juried event for the 
Arboretum?

Last year we had 100 pieces 
to show or sell. Was that 
number realistic or can you 
suggest how many pieces 
we should submit this year.” 

It is unacceptable to me to 
critique any event that we are 
not hosting.  We are invited 
guests at these events. 
Incorporating synthetic 
materials produces unique 
pieces that attracts a diverse 
group of admirers benefiting 
the club as a whole.  
Categorizing percentages, 
material, submission of 
photographs are not in 
line with the foundation 
of our club. I also believe 
a judgmental view will 
decrease potential artistic 
submissions.

At present we allow all of 
our members an opportunity 
to learn and to sell their 
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work at the 9 shows we are 
invited to.  Despite the level 
of proficiency achieved, as 
long as you submit your 
best work. If there are 
limited spaces for items to 
be displayed, then I would 
suggest that the number of 
spaces be evenly divided 
among the persons who 
wish to participate, as well 
as provision made for small 
items such as ornaments or 
pens.

Last year I spoke with visitors 
to the Arboretum, they were 
students on a budget, 
young couples teaching 
their children about trees, 
travelers who wanted to take 
home a small piece of the 
Arboretum. No matter what 
piece the visitors chose, the 
fact is they had a choice.  
This is because you had a 
choice in submitting your 
work.

The following are sales from 
the last two years. 

Arnold Arboretum (2 Days)

2023	 $2,206     12 items 
Average price $184 
(Min $50, Max $950) < 40 
items displayed for sale

2024	 $3,305     33 Items 
Average price $100 
(Min $30, Max $850) 95 
Items displayed for sale

Please feel free to reach out 
if you have any Questions or 
concerns. 

Melissa Fantasia
Mafantasia1@gmail.com

Sarah the Arboretums 
Event’s Coordinator’s 
Response

“Thanks for these questions! 
From the Arboretum’s 
perspective, the Art of the 
Woodturner weekend here is 
not a premier or juried event, 
and clubs are welcome 
to submit any pieces they 
would like. If a club would like 
to restrict who can submit 
pieces to this show, they can, 
but there are no restrictions 
from the Arboretum’s side”.

“I think the 100 pieces last 
year was a good number to fill 
the space. If the clubs submit 
significantly fewer pieces this 
year, we may have trouble 
filling the space—especially 
once pieces are sold and 
removed from the exhibit.”

The Arboretum does not 
require that the work 
submitted be made from 
wood that came from the 
Arboretum.

Steve Wiseman began 
with a short history of our 
involvement as a group with 
the Arnold Arboretum.  Orig-
inally they sent the club a 
letter to Nigel Howe the club 
president at the time and to 
some other clubs about hav-
ing a three day show with a 
reception the first night (Fri-
day).  As time went by we se-
lected our own turned items 
for display and / or sale. The 
club has never prejudged 

items for the show, members 
were free to submit their own.  
More recently, Cheryl Weicz 
decided which pieces would 
be displayed on the left side 
of the room and which would 
be shown on the right.  As an 
aside if you wanted, or want 
to donate a piece to the Arbo-
retum, that is up to you.  He 
added that “the Arnold Arbo-
retum of Harvard University 
has invited someone (us) to 
their house to do an exhibi-
tion”.

Joe said, “This club has 
never made a decision that 
wasn’t put to a vote by mem-
bers during my four years as 
president. Last year the club 
had a representative who 
discussed the show with the 
Arboretum who had no guid-
ance from the club.”

Steve asked, “Are we go-
ing to have 50 items brought 
in?”

Ernie, “We should put our 
best pieces in.”

Andy Osborne, “First, this 
exhibition has always been 
to put in what best helps 
the club.  I get enjoyment 
out of  being able to display 
my items more than selling 
them.”

Ken Lindgren, “I think no 
member can put more than 
two pieces so as to allow 
more members to submit 
their work.”

Wayne Sargo, I’ve nev-
er done any shows, I see 
a difference between the 
Arboretum and other craft 
fairs.  I look to fellow wood-

turners for guidance in what 
will make my pieces better.  I 
would call the Arboretum my 
Superbowl. We should look 
at ourselves and help each 
other out.”

Carl, “I’m sure there is a 
compromise here. Sarah 
wants 100 pieces.

Jeff, “Why doesn’t each 
member that wants to partic-
ipate submit just two pieces?  
If we need more then we can 
draw lots to fill up the deficit.”

Bill Vey, “It is in the best in-
terests of the club to get as 
many of its pieces in as pos-
sible.  I would like to see the 
artist have more say in what 
goes in.  We need to put forth 
the best of our work.”

Billy Martin, “I compliment 
you all who spoke tonight.  
We’ve had a thoughtful dis-
cussion.  Sonny, great job!”

Bob Berman, “If I put some-
thing in, it will be a piece that 
I have made to the best of my 
ability.”

Sonny said the club should 
take a vote on whether to 
decide from the club this 
matter or to allow the Arbore-
tum to do this.  It was voted 
on and passed that the club 
would decide on how and 
what to display.  The Board 
of Trustees will discuss this 
and come back to members 
for a vote. - It was voted on 
and passed with 28 people 
in favor of allowing the club 
to decide how and what to 
display.
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Bringback

Hands On

At monthly meetings, members receive a raffle ticket.

Three winners get  turning created by the previous Bring Back winner.

Each new winner then has to Bring Back one of their own turnings for the next meeting.

For Bringback, Carl is holding a lidded box 
he turned from cherry with a mahogany lid.  It 
was won by Joe Centorino.

Here is a closeup of Carl’s box.For the second Bringback, Fred Johnson 
holds a cherry bowl that he finished 
using goat wax.It was won by Billy 
Martin.

Pictured are two sample vases with inserts that the 
Arboretum would like us to turn several of for their 
awards dinner.

Hands On Saturday, June Billy Martin holds sample 
vases like the ones we need to turn for the Arnold 
Arboretum awards dinner in September.
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West Bridgwater Riverwalk Show

Here are a couple of snaps from the 
West Bridgewater River Walk show.  
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Financial Report
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South Shore Arts Festival

“Before it all began”, pictured are several exhibitors and 
others from the Massachusetts South Shore Woodturners 
at the start of the Fathers Day Weekend South Shore Arts 
Festival on the Cohasset Common.

Pictured are some of our turned items for sale 
under the tent at our booth.

More items on the other side.

Pictured is Steve Wiseman’s 
resin and wood sculpture 
entitled, “Purple Swirl” which 
won an honerable mention 
award.

Here is an interesting piece 
by Ken Lindgren entitled 

“Kintsugi Forest” also 
entered for judging.

Appropriately named, 
“The Island”, this piece by 
Steve Wiseman has a lot of 
potential.
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Show & Tell Compiled by Joe Centorino and Jeff Keller

Billy Martin holds a piece of Russian olivewood he turned into 
a vase with an insert. It cracked so he usde the crack to form 
the trunk of the pine tree decoration he burned into the side as 
shown here. He said it’s going to the Arboretum.

Horace holds a spruce burl bowl with resin added to 
stabilize it.However he noted that the sap from the 
wood leaks through. so more attention is needed.

Pictured is 
a closeup of 
Horace’s bowl.

Joe Wheeler showed us this piece turned 
from cork tree wood which responds to 
florescent light as shown.
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Show & Tell

Carl is holding a 
cherry bowl here.

Carl also turned this beech shallow 
platter pictured on the right.

Here is a closeup of Carl’s beech platter.

Steve holds a bowl turned from 
flame box elder and resin.

Here is a closeup of 
Steve’s box elder bowl.

Here is a closeup of 
Carl’s cherry bowl.


